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Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program (MGSP)
Huron Conservation District has cost share assistance available for the following practices:
*Well Closures – 90% of the cost (up to $500) for proper decommissioning of wells abandoned prior to December 1993.  The well must be located within the agricultural community.
*Pre-Sidedress Nitrate Test – Nitrate test and apply according to recommendations and receive 50% of the cost up to $1 per acre.  No more than 20 acres per sample.

*MAEAP Verification – Become MAEAP verified under the cropping or farmstead system and receive a $250 incentive payment.

Funding is limited so apply soon!  A Farm*A*Syst evaluation must be completed to receive Groundwater cost share.
Farm*A*Syst (FAS) identifies potential risks posed by farmstead operations.  Fact sheets provide educational information and list reference people to contact if questions arise.  FAS work sheets use a simple question-and-answer format to evaluate farmstead practices that may pose a risk to groundwater.
Crop*A*Syst (CAS) will assist you to develop and implement a management plan that prevents contamination of groundwater and surface water resources and maintains economic crop production.  Your plan will be in conformance with applicable Michigan-Right-to-Farm guidelines and in compliance with applicable state and federal environmental regulations.
FAS and CAS are voluntary and confidential.  All materials stay with you on your farm.  It is important to recognize that FAS and CAS only identify risk.  It does not tell you if you have contaminated water or that you will never have contaminated water.  They are excellent tools to use to help determine what changes need to be made with your operation to become environmentally assured through MAEAP.   
Technical assistance with completing FAS and CAS evaluations is available free of charge from the Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program.  RUP credits may be available for completing a FAS or CAS.  Contact our office if you would like more information or are interested in completing a FAS or CAS.
